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People
Information and Communication for Sustainable Development
First book to discuss the implications of internet access for inhabitants of the
emerging economics Discussion of business opportunities Contributions by
leading experts
Currently, around one to two billion users are able to connect to the Internet, most of them
living in the industrialized parts of the world. However, if we want to improve the quality of life
of the world population with the help of access to information and education, it is necessary
that in the next decade an additional five billion people gain access to the Internet. The next
five billion Internet users are mainly living in emerging economies. Therefore, the main
challenge is to lower the economic barrier using new approaches for infrastructure deployment
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and service delivery to billions of people. This book reflects the discussions of the challenges
from the Münchner Kreis with representatives from the ICT industry, academia, nongovernmental organizations and governmental development organizations, among them many
representatives from emerging economies in Africa and Asia. They had highlighted the real
demand for ICT, and what impact ICT creates for the wealth and lifestyle of the people.
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