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Presents timely implementation research on a landmark instrument in
fisheries governance
Identifies implementation challenges and potential stumbling blocks
Looks forward and offers creative pathways to implementation
Shares lessons and experiences from around the world
In June 2014, FAO member-states endorsed the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable
Small-Scale Fisheries (SSF Guidelines). These Guidelines are one of the most significant
landmarks for small-scale fisheries around the world. They are comprehensive in terms of
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topics covered, and progressive, with their foundations based on human rights and other key
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authors discuss the extent to which the Guidelines can help improve the realities of small-
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principles. It can be anticipated that implementing the SSF Guidelines, whether at local,
national, or regional levels, will be challenging. This book contains in-depth case studies where
scale fishing men and women globally and make their livelihoods and communities more
secure. This will require policy intervention and innovation, along with contributions of civil
society organizations and academia. However, most of all it will necessitate the empowerment
of fishing people so that they can become active participants in decision making on matters
where their well-being and human rights are at stake. By endorsing the SSF Guidelines, states
have committed themselves to support and facilitate this development. This book asks whether
states can successfully “walk the talk,” and provides advice as to how they can do so. The
collection of case studies sets the platform for an interactive dialogue space for researchers,
policy makers, civil society and small-scale fishing communities to start the conversation about
the monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the SSF Guidelines at local, national,
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regional and global levels. An added value is that it helps add focus to our work as civil society
activists involved in ensuring the application of the SSF Guidelines.
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