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A Theory of Intra-Clausal Relations
A novel account of copular sentences in Russian
Focus on nominative-instrumental case alternations
Subtle semantic distinctions between copular types reconsidered
Clear and concise overview of previous literature about copular sentences in
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This book provides a detailed study and a novel Minimalist account of copular sentences in
Russian, focusing on case marking alternations (nominative vs. instrumental) and drawing a
distinction between two types of copular sentences. On the assumption that Merge is defined
in the simplest way possible, it is argued that not all syntactic structures are a(nti)symmetrical.
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One of the copular sentence types is analyzed as a poster child for symmetrical structures,
while the other type is treated as asymmetrical. The originality of this study lies in treating the
copula in the two types of copular sentences neither as completely identical nor as two distinct
lexical items; instead, the two types of copula are derived through the process of semantic
bleaching. Furthermore, it is argued that the two types of the copula need to combine with
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post-copular phrases of different categories. It is concluded that Russian draws a distinction
between saturated DPs and unsaturated NPs, in spite of its renowned lack of overt articles.

Order online at springer.com/booksellers

Springer Nature Customer Service Center LLC
233 Spring Street
New York, NY 10013
USA
T: +1-800-SPRINGER NATURE
(777-4643) or 212-460-1500
customerservice@springernature.com

Monograph

Series
Studies in Natural Language and Linguistic
Theory

Other renditions
Softcover
ISBN 978-1-4020-5794-6

Prices and other details are subject to change without notice. All errors and omissions excepted. Americas: Tax will
be added where applicable. Canadian residents please add PST, QST or GST. Please add $5.00 for shipping one
book and $ 1.00 for each additional book. Outside the US and Canada add $ 10.00 for first book, $5.00 for each
additional book. If an order cannot be fulfilled within 90 days, payment will be refunded upon request. Prices are
payable in US currency or its equivalent.
ISBN 978-1-4020-5792-2 / BIC: CFK / SPRINGER NATURE: SCN24000

Part of

