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Kawachi is a well-known researcher and author in this field
The book is addressing social determinants of health which is a hot topic
within Public Health
There is a growing demand for material on social capital, particularly in the
applied fashion presented here
Social Capital and Health discusses social capital—a concept that originated in the social
sciences—and its application to the field of public health. The editors take care to define the
concept of social capital, describe its theoretical origins, and discuss the controversies and
debates surrounding the use of the concept in public health research and practice. The book
provides a comprehensive "tool kit" of current approaches to measure social capital. Further,
the book surveys the empirical evidence linking social capital to physical and mental health
outcomes, health-related behaviors (like smoking), and aging-related outcomes.
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