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Wittgenstein’s Investigations
Awakening the Imagination
Takes a new aesthetic approach to Wittgenstein’s later philosophy
Presents grammatical investigation as philosophical improvisation
Shows the creativity, humour, and imagination in Wittgenstein’s writings
This book is a study of Wittgenstein’s descriptive, improvisational, and performative art of
philosophical investigation. In addition to clarifying the nature of Wittgenstein’s grammatical
investigations, this study highlights several neglected aspects of his work: its humour and
playfulness, its collaborative nature, and its emphasis on the imagination. These aspects often
become distorted under the pressure of theory and argumentation, resulting in interpretations
that equate grammatical investigation with confession, therapy, or a common sense view of the
world. After presenting Wittgenstein’s art of investigation in part one, this study challenges
these dominant and influential interpretations in part two. The volume examines Wittgenstein’s
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mottos, forewords, and dedications. It looks at the art of his philosophical and grammatical
1st ed. 2017, XX, 154 p.

investigations, linking it to drama and improvisation. The book discusses the complexity and
subtlety of Wittgenstein’s response to Augustine in the opening of the Investigations, and
Wittgenstein’s response to Moore’s defence of common sense in On Certainty. The book also
examines three kinds of therapeutic readings: those that compare Wittgenstein’s philosophy to
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psychoanalysis, those that compare his philosophy to therapy generally, and those that
describe philosophy itself as an illness or as the cause of illness.

Hardcover

Printed book
Hardcover
ISBN 978-3-319-45308-8

£ 74,99 | CHF 100,50 | 84,99 € |
93,49 € (A) | 90,94 € (D)
Available

Discount group

Order online at springer.com/booksellers

Springer Nature Customer Service Center GmbH
Customer Service
Tiergartenstrasse 15-17
69121 Heidelberg
Germany
T: +49 (0)6221 345-4301
row-booksellers@springernature.com

Science (SC)

Product category
Monograph

Series
Nordic Wittgenstein Studies

Other renditions
Softcover
ISBN 978-3-319-83265-4

Prices and other details are subject to change without notice. All errors and omissions excepted. Americas: Tax will
be added where applicable. Canadian residents please add PST, QST or GST. Please add $5.00 for shipping one
book and $ 1.00 for each additional book. Outside the US and Canada add $ 10.00 for first book, $5.00 for each
additional book. If an order cannot be fulfilled within 90 days, payment will be refunded upon request. Prices are
payable in US currency or its equivalent.
ISBN 978-3-319-45308-8 / BIC: HP / SPRINGER NATURE: SCE00003

Part of

