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Addressing issues of central significance in that field
Written by an international and interdisciplinary team of authors
Includes Searle’s own current reflections on the topic
Savas L. Tsohatzidis John Searle is famous for his contributions to two fields with long and
dist- guished traditions within analytic philosophy—the philosophy of language and the
philosophy of mind—, but his interests and achievements extend beyond these fields. From the
early 1990s he has added to his research agenda a theme that was not only largely new to
his philosophical preoccupations, but also largely absent from the concerns of analytic
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philosophy as a whole: the syst- atic examination of the mode of being of a particular kind of
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facts, institutional facts, that appear to be no less objectively knowable than ordinary physical
facts, yet seem to be essentially dependent for their existence on the subjectivity of human
minds (to recall one of his favourite examples, one can know that something is a piece of
paper as objectively as one can know that it is a twenty-dollar bill, but something’s being a
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piece of paper does not depend on anyone’s taking it to be a piece of paper, whereas its being
a twenty-dollar bill crucially depends on a lot of people taking it to be a twenty-dollar bill).
Searle’s attempt to give a systematic account of the combination of epistemic objectivity and
ontological subjectivity that, in his view, characterizes institutional facts has led to a full-blown
theory that he presented in his 1995 book, The Construction of Social Reality, and further
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developed in his 2001 book, Rationality in Action.
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