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Dialogic Education and
Technology
Expanding the Space of Learning
Focuses on development of theory and empirical research
Reports a coherent program, exploring the dialogic perspective of the use of
technology in education
Encompasses a wide range of ages and uses, including: software to promote
spoken reasoning in young children, studies of computer tools to support
induction into argumentation, and accounts of the creative reflective
communities of practice on line
Dialogic Education and Technology is about using new technology to draw people into the kind
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of dialogues which take them beyond themselves into learning, thinking and creativity. The
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program of research reported in this book reveals key characteristics of learning dialogues and
demonstrates ways in which computers and networks can deepen, enrich and expand such
dialogues. A dialogic perspective is developed drawing upon recent work in communications
theory, psychology, computer science and philosophy. This perspective foregrounds the creative
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space opened up by authentic dialogues. Whereas studies of computer-supported collaborative
learning have tended to see dialogue as a means to the end of knowledge construction the
dialogic perspective taken by this book sees dialogue as an end in itself - in fact moving
learners into the space of dialogue is described as the core aim of education. The central
argument of the book is that there is a convergence between this dialogic perspective in
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education and the affordances of new information and communications technology. A
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is a considerable amount of interest in this topic amongst researchers who wish to see what
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genuinely dialogic perspective is relatively new to the field of educational technology and there
extra insights, if any, a dialogical approach can offer them. "This is an exciting book that
synthesizes, clarifies and extends mounting discussions of dialogical thinking related to
computer-supported education [...]. It is not only a delightful personal statement, but provokes
thought on central issues of CSCL and enters into challenging dialog with the relevant
alternative approaches.
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