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Synthetic Organic
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TEAN-LOUIS LUCHE A French poet of this eentury, Pierre Mae Orlan, wrote "Adventure does not
exist, it is only in the mind of he who is pursuing it, and, as soon as it is at one's finger tips, it
vanishes to come back to life, far away, in a different shape, at the frontiers of imagination".
This sentence could be used to define the adventure that many sonochemists experienced.
Most of them did not even suspect that the "laboratory trick" they were using was the first
contact with a considerable amount of science. If a personal note is allowed here, it ean be
interesting to mention the part played by chance in my involvement in sonochemistry. Almost
20 years ago, we had to perform an apparently simple Grignard reaetion with nbutylmagnesium bromide and geranial, but the results were repeatedly unsatisfactory. The onepot Barbier technique was attempted, also without success. From my studies at the University, I
imagined that the failure of the latter reaction could be caused by a common phenomenon

Springer
1st
edition

1998, XXIII, 431 p.

known by solid state chemists as passivation, which in some cases can be overcome by
ultrasonication. By chance, an ultrasonie bath was sitting on the next beneh, borrowed to clean
some equipment. We clamped our reluctant reaction mixture into the bath, the reaction
proceeded vigorously, and ... the adventure started. Without knowing anything about cavitation,
high energies, ete., we had an illustration of Goethe's word "Am Anfang war die Tat" (at the

Printed book
Hardcover

Printed book
Hardcover
ISBN 978-0-306-45916-0

£ 179,99 | CHF 236,00 | 199,99 € |
219,99 € (A) | 213,99 € (D)
Available

Discount group

Beginning was the Act).

Order online at springer.com/booksellers

Springer Nature Customer Service Center GmbH
Customer Service
Tiergartenstrasse 15-17
69121 Heidelberg
Germany
T: +49 (0)6221 345-4301
row-booksellers@springernature.com

Science (SC)

Product category
Contributed volume

Other renditions
Softcover
ISBN 978-1-4899-1912-0

Prices and other details are subject to change without notice. All errors and omissions excepted. Americas: Tax will
be added where applicable. Canadian residents please add PST, QST or GST. Please add $5.00 for shipping one
book and $ 1.00 for each additional book. Outside the US and Canada add $ 10.00 for first book, $5.00 for each
additional book. If an order cannot be fulfilled within 90 days, payment will be refunded upon request. Prices are
payable in US currency or its equivalent.
ISBN 978-0-306-45916-0 / BIC: PNN / SPRINGER NATURE: SCC19007

Part of

