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Perspectives on Medical Education positions itself at the dynamic intersection of
educational research and clinical education. While other journals in the health
professional education domain orient predominantly to education researchers or to
clinical educators, Perspectives positions itself at the collaborative interface between these
perspectives. This unique positioning reflects the journal’s mission to support and enrich
collaborative scholarship between education researchers and clinical educators, and to
advance new knowledge regarding clinical education practices. Reflecting this mission,
the journal both welcomes original research papers arising from scholarly collaborations
among clinicians, teachers and researchers and papers providing resources to develop
the community’s ability to conduct such collaborative research. The journal’s audience
includes researchers and practitioners: researchers who wish to explore challenging
questions of health professions education and clinical teachers who wish to both advance
their practice and envision for themselves a collaborative role in scholarly educational
innovation. This audience of researchers, clinicians and educators is both international
and interdisciplinary.
The journal has a long history. In 1982, the journal was founded by the Dutch Association
for Medical Education, as a Dutch language journal (Netherlands Journal of Medical
Education). As a Dutch journal it fuelled educational research and innovation in the
Netherlands. It is one of the factors for the Dutch success in medical education. In 2012,
it widened its scope, transforming into an international English language journal. The
journal swiftly became international in all aspects: the readers, authors, reviewers and
editorial board members.
The editorial board members represent the different parental disciplines in the field of
medical education, e.g. clinicians, social scientists, biomedical scientists, statisticians and
linguists. Several of them are leading scholars.
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