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The health of pregnant women and their children are among the most significant
public health, medical, and humanitarian problems in the world today. Because in
developing countries many people are poor, and young women are the poorest of the
poor, persistent poverty exacerbates maternal and child morbidity and mortality and
gender-based challenges to such basic human rights as education and access to health
care and reproductive choices. Women and their children remain the most vulnerable
members of our society and, as a result, are the most impacted individuals by many of the
threats that are prevalent, and, in some cases, increasing throughout the world. These
include emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases, natural and man-made disasters,
armed conflict, religious and political turmoil, relocation as refugees, malnutrition, and,
in some cases, starvation. The status of indigenous women and children is especially
precarious in many regions because of ethnic, cultural, and language differences,
resulting in stigmatization, poor obstetrical and neonatal outcomes, limitations of
women’s reproductive rights, and lack of access to family planning and education that
restrict choices regarding their own futures. Because of the inaccessibility of women to
contraception and elective pregnancy termination, unsafe abortion continues to result
in maternal deaths, morbidity, and reproductive complications. Unfortunately, maternal
deaths remain at unacceptably high levels in the majority of developing countries, as
well as in some developed ones. Stillbirths and premature deliveries result in millions
of deaths annually. Gender inequality persists globally as evidenced by the occurrence
of female genital mutilation, obstetrical violence, human trafficking, and other forms of
sexual discrimination directed at women. Many children are routinely exposed to physical,
sexual, and psychological violence. Childhood and teen marriages remain at undesirably
high levels in many developing countries.
Global Maternal and Child Health: Medical, Anthropological, and Public Health Perspectives
is unique in combining the opinions and expertise of public health specialists,
physicians, anthropologists and social scientists, epidemiologists, nurses, midwives, and
representatives of governmental and non governmental agencies to comprehensively
explore the increasing challenges and potential solutions to global maternal and child
health issues.
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