Health Informatics
This series is directed to healthcare professionals leading the transformation of healthcare
by using information and knowledge. For over 20 years, Health Informatics has offered
a broad range of titles: some address specific professions such as nursing, medicine, and
health administration; others cover special areas of practice such as trauma and radiology;
still other books in the series focus on interdisciplinary issues, such as the computer based
patient record, electronic health records, and networked healthcare systems. Editors
and authors, eminent experts in their fields, offer their accounts of innovations in health
informatics. Increasingly, these accounts go beyond hardware and software to address
the role of information in influencing the transformation of healthcare delivery systems
around the world. The series also increasingly focuses on the users of the information
and systems: the organizational, behavioral, and societal changes that accompany the
diffusion of information technology in health services environments.
Developments in healthcare delivery are constant; in recent years, bioinformatics
has emerged as a new field in health informatics to support emerging and ongoing
developments in molecular biology. At the same time, further evolution of the field of
health informatics is reflected in the introduction of concepts at the macro or health
systems delivery level with major national initiatives related to electronic health records
(EHR), data standards, and public health informatics.
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These changes will continue to shape health services in the twenty-first century. By
making full and creative use of the technology to tame data and to transform information,
Health Informatics will foster the development and use of new knowledge in healthcare.
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