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(The telephone number will not be published but may be needed as contact information during the publishing
process.)
Please Note: Adding or deleting authors at proof stage as well as unexplained changes in authorship during peer
review is not permitted. In case this should be necessary due to important issues (need to be specified then),
Springer follows the guidelines of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). Please find the flowcharts
https://publicationethics.org/resources/flowcharts – Section “Changes in Authorship”. Single written confirmation
of all authors is requested and a comprehensible explanation for the changes has to be given. Springer Ethics Team
will decide on these cases subject to agreement of the Editor-in-Chief.

Abstract




Begin your manuscript with an abstract summarizing the content of the manuscript in 150 to 250 words. The
abstract will appear online at SpringerLink and will be available with unrestricted access to facilitate online
searching, using, e.g., Google, and allow unregistered users to read the abstract as a teaser for the complete
manuscript
Don’t include reference citations or undefined abbreviations in the abstract, since abstracts are often read
independently of the actual manuscript and without access to the reference list.

Key Words






5 specific keywords are published for each manuscript. These keywords are used to help locate your
manuscript at the top of the search engine result list, such as in Google.
Each keyword should not contain more than two compound words, and each keyword phrase should start
with an uppercase letter. Very broad terms (e.g., ‘Case study’ by itself) should be avoided as these will result in
thousands of search results but will not result in finding your manuscript. Please read more how to optimize
your keywords to be effective for Search Engines.
The keywords should: Represent the content of your journal article or book manuscript and be specific to
your field or sub-field.
Example 1 - Manuscript title: Direct observation of nonlinear optics in an isolated carbon nanotube
Poor keywords: molecule, optics, lasers, energy lifetime
Better keywords: single-molecule interaction, Kerr effect, carbon nanotubes, energy level structure
Example 2 - Manuscript title: Region-specific neuronal degeneration after okadaic acid administration
Poor keywords: neuron, brain, OA (an abbreviation), regional-specific neuronal degeneration, signaling
Better keywords: neurodegenerative diseases; CA1 region, hippocampal; okadaic acid; neurotoxins; MAP
kinase signaling system; cell death

Abbreviations and units
Technical terms and abbreviations should be defined the first time they appear in the text. An additional list of
abbreviations and/or symbols is optional but may be very helpful.
Please always use internationally accepted signs and symbols for units, so-called SI units. Numerals should follow
the British/American method of decimal points to indicate decimals and commas to separate thousands.

Headings and Heading Numbering
Heading levels should be clearly identified and each level should be uniquely and consistently formatted and/or
numbered. Use up to three levels of headings and number your headings using the decimal system.

Tables



Give each table a caption. Add a reference citation to the table source at the end of the caption, if necessary
and ensure that all tables are cited in the text in sequential order. Do not write “the following table”.
Use the table function to create and format tables. Do not use the space bar or multiple tabs to separate
columns and do not use Excel to create tables as this can cause problems when converting your tables into the
typesetting program and other formats.

Figures and Illustrations








Numbering: Number the figures and ensure that all figures are cited in the text in sequential order. Do not
write “the following figure”.
Figure Captions: Give each figure a concise caption, describing accurately what the figure depicts. Include the
captions at the end of the text file, not in the figure file.
Identify all elements found in the figure in the figure caption and use boxes, circles, etc. as coordinate points
in graphs instead of color lines.
If a figure is reproduced from a previous publication, include the source as the last item in the caption.
Figure and Illustration Files: A figure is an object that is drawn or photographed. It does not consist solely of
characters and thus cannot be keyed.
Do not submit tabular material as figures.
Graphics and diagrams should be saved as EPS files with the fonts embedded. Microsoft Office files (Excel or
PowerPoint) can be submitted in the original format (xls, xlsx, ppt, pptx).
Photos or drawings with fine shading should be saved as TIFF with a minimum resolution of 300 dpi (better
600 dpi).
A combination of halftone and line art (e.g., photos containing line drawings or extensive lettering, color
diagrams, etc.) should be saved as TIFF with a minimum resolution of 600 dpi.
Color figures will appear in color in the eBook and the printed version. Color illustrations should be submitted
as RGB (8 bits per channel).
Ensure consistency by using similar sizing and lettering for similar figures. You should size figures to fit in the
page or column width. For books in Springer’s standard format, the figures should be 78 mm or 117 mm (3 or
4 1/2 inches) wide and not higher than 198 mm (7 3/4 inches). To add lettering, it is best to use Helvetica or
Arial (sans serif fonts) and avoid effects such as shading, outline letters, etc. Keep lettering consistently sized
throughout your final-sized artwork, usually about 8–12 pt.

References






Reference Citations: Cite references in the text with author name/s and year of publication in parentheses
(“Harvard system”):
One author: (Miller 1991) or Miller (1991): Two authors: (Miller and Smith 1994) or Miller and Smith (1994);
Three authors or more: (Miller et al. 1995) or Miller et al. (1995)
Reference List: Include a reference list at the end of your manuscript, listing all works that are cited in the
manuscript and that have been published (including on the Internet) or accepted for publication. Personal
communications and unpublished works should only be mentioned in the text.
Do not use footnotes as a substitute for a reference list.
Entries in the list must be listed alphabetically. The rules for alphabetization are: First, all works by the author
alone, ordered chronologically by year of publication. Next, all works by the author with a coauthor, ordered
alphabetically by coauthor. Finally, all works by the author with several coauthors, ordered chronologically by
year of publication.
For authors using EndNote software to create the reference list, Springer provides output styles that support
the formatting of in-text citations and reference list: EndNote Springer reference styles (link to download at
page 10).
For authors using BiBTeX, the style files are included in Springer’s LaTex package.
Reference Styles:

Always use one of the reference list styles supported by Springer, preferably the Springer Basic Style, which is
based on Harvard style and recommendations of the Council of Biology Editors (CBE). Users of EndNote can download
the Springer Basic Style here.
Example – Journal Article: Smith J, Jones M Jr, Houghton L et al (1999) Future of health insurance. N Engl J Med
965:325–329
Example – Book Chapter: Brown B, Aaron M (2001) The politics of nature. In: Smith J (ed) The rise of modern genomics,
3rd edn. Wiley, New York, p 234–295
Further examples are available here: Springer Basic Style

Language





Either British or American English can be used, but should be consistent within your manuscript. Check for
consistent spelling of names, terms, and abbreviations, including in tables and figure captions.
If English is not your native language, please ask a native speaker to help you or arrange for your text to be
checked by a professional editing service. Please insert their final corrections into your data before submitting
the manuscript.
More information about language editing

Permissions










If excerpts from copyrighted works (including websites) such as illustrations, tables, animations, or text
quotations are included in your manuscript, please obtain permission from the copyright holder (usually the
original publisher) for both the print and online format.
Some publishers such as Springer have entrusted the Copyright Clearance Center in the US to manage the
copyright permission procedure on their behalf. Please contact RightsLink for further information.
Alternatively, Springer can provide you with a template to use when requesting permissions.
Please comply with the instructions stipulated in the permission(s) concerning acknowledgements or credit
lines within your manuscript (e.g., reference to the copyright holder in captions) and keep the written
confirmation of the permission in your possession with the copy of your manuscript.
Please be aware that some publishers do not always grant right of reproduction for free due to different
reasons. Springer will not be able to refund any costs that may have been incurred in receiving these
permissions. As an alternative, material from other sources should be used.
For more information, please see the Rights and Permissions section on springer.com

Manuscript Preparation Tools
Springer provides manuscript preparation tools for Word and LaTeX users that help structure the manuscript, e.g.,
define the heading hierarchy. Predefined style formats are available for all the necessary structures that are
supposed to be part of the manuscript, and these formats can be quickly accessed via hotkeys or special toolbars.
These tools can be accessed via the following links:
General Book manuscript guidelines
Manuscript preparation tool for Word
Manuscript preparation tool for LaTeX
The usage of these tools is not mandatory. Alternatively, you may either use a blank Word document or the
standard LaTeX article class and apply the default settings and styles (e.g., for heading styles, lists, footnotes, etc.).

Submission


Save your manuscript, including the accompanying references, figure legends, and tables, in the original
source file format and give it your name. Save the original figure files separately and name them with your
name and the figure number (e.g., Myers-Fig1).





(For submission only, all figures can be send in one PDF file, however, if the manuscript is accepted, all
original figures will have to be uploaded separately.)
Submit your manuscript via the series homepage (right hand side, submit online); please include:
Original source files (Word) and figure files.
A PDF file of your manuscript and figure files, ideally with all fonts embedded, that can be used as a reference.
Please check the PDF to ensure that text appears as it should.
Please suggest a minimum of 3 reviewers during the submission process (not from the same department)
Ensure all third-party permissions have been obtained.
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