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Social networks have been prevalent on the Internet
and become a hot research topic attracting many
professionals from a variety of fields. The advances
in location-acquisition and mobile communication
technologies empower people to use location data
with existing online social networks. The dimension
of location helps bridge the gap between the
physical world and online social networking
services. Furthermore, people in an existing social
network can expand their social structure with the
new interdependency derived from their locations.

This special issue will primarily encompass
algorithms, systems, and applications related to data
management and analytics in location-based social
networks. The topics of interest include, but are not
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