PREFACE

The Future of East Asia had its genesis in 2005 when the East Asia
Foundation was founded by Mong-koo Chung, Chairman of Hyundai
Motor Group. Like the Foundation, the book aims to facilitate the formation of an East Asian Community by promoting networks that exchange
ideas and sustain direct relationships.
The Foundation realizes this vision by shaping the annual Jeju Forum
for Peace and Prosperity. The premier event of its kind in the Republic of
Korea, the forum brings together thousands of movers and shakers from
the region and the world. It also publishes Global Asia, An East Asia
Foundation Journal an inﬂuential scholarly journal with a policy bent with
a circulation of more than 7000 readers. The authors of the essays participated in these activities and met twice while producing this book.
We intended that The Future of East Asia would celebrate the
Foundation’s tenth anniversary. But books invariably take longer than
planned and, because we wanted only the best contributors, this one was
no exception. It would have been impossible without more than two years
of hard work by the Foundation’s staff, led by its Executive Director
Hyung Taek Hong, with the strong support of now Honorary Chairman
Mong-koo Chung, Chairman Ro-myung Gong, and members of the board
of trustees.
Along the way, we also beneﬁted from the active support of East Asia
Foundation Program Ofﬁcers Chan Koo Kang and Yoon Hee Shin and
interns Yeonsu Kim and Haeun Choi, East Asia Foundation and Global
Asia fellows, respectively.
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We are also grateful to Maureen Jerrett who meticulously copy-edited
every word and sentence in the book as well as to Jacob Dreyer of Palgrave
and Takashi Inoguchi for agreeing to publish the manuscript and assisting
with rapid review and production. We are especially indebted to Girish
Gopinathan and his team for their patient and painstaking copy production
and correction work.
We’d also like to thank all the authors who undertook to write a
“Trumpilogue” to update each chapter in light of the election of America’s
new president, with enormous portent for an East Asian community.
Finally, we thank the many early visionaries and leaders at every level and
in every country, many of whom risked everything to construct a community based on positive peace. This work remains incomplete, but
without their willingness to cross any border that blocks the creation of a
Northeast Asian community, today we would not be discussing the many
ways to create a resilient community while heading off attempts to sow
conﬂict and division in the region.
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