Preface

When I started my research, most known collaborative planning approaches dealing
with mathematical programming models were based on a serious oversimplification
of reality: They presumed a team setting, where parties honestly disclose information and sometimes even accept deteriorations if this benefits the supply chain as a
whole. One of the major contributions of this work has been to relax this assumption.
I have developed mechanisms, which achieve coordination despite self-interested
behavior of parties. Without wanting to relativize the importance of this contribution, I would like to point out the existence of a particular real-world team: The
people supporting me when I was writing this thesis.
First of all, I am indebted to Prof. Dr. Hartmut Stadtler. He not only set the example for my research, but also provided (sometimes incredibly) generous advice and
professional and personal support. Among many other things, he has patiently read
my papers many times and supplied several insightful suggestions at all stages of
this work. I am also grateful to Prof. Dr. Karl-Werner Hansmann for his willingness
to serve as the co-referee for this thesis.
Apart from my academic advisers, I am indebted to my colleagues and collaborating researchers. Particularly, I want to thank Carolin Püttmann for her great
teamwork in the EU-project InCoCo-S, for listening to many of my (not always fully
worked out) ideas, and for carefully proofreading the whole dissertation. Dr. Bernd
Wagner and Volker Windeck also read parts of the thesis and provided many valuable suggestions. Last, but not least, I am thankful to Prof. Dr. Heinrich Braun and
Benedikt Scheckenbach from the SAP AG for challenging discussions and for making available the real-world test data used in this work.
I also thank the Gesellschaft für Logistik und Verkehr for subsidizing the printing
of this work.
Certainly most important for this dissertation has been my family, although not
interested in supply chain management at all. My parents supported my education,
without expecting anything in return. My wife Rita not only renounced to much
shared time, but encouraged me with all her love to keep on researching until I have
(finally) been satisfied with this work.
Thank you, everybody.
Heidenheim, May 2009
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