Preface and Acknowledgments

For more than six decades, relations between Greece and Israel were ambivalent,
frosty, and detached. However, starting in 2009, Greek policy was overturned with
only few expecting or predicting it. It is the goal of this study to examine in detail
this new relationship, explain how and why it came about and explore its theoretical
and regional consequences.
Most of this study was written while I was a visiting fellow at New York University’s Remarque Institute. I am thus indebted to Katherine E. Fleming who as the
Remarque Institute’s Director (and NYU’s Senior Vice Provost and Vice Chancellor, Europe) made possible the productive use of my sabbatical.
I have received only encouragement from my Department of International and
European Studies at the University of Piraeus. I have been fortunate to interact with
colleagues who consider theoretical and academic debates with the utmost seriousness and constantly fight to ensure an environment that fosters inquiry and the
genuine exchange of views. Hence, many thanks to Professors Athanasios Platias,
Panayiotis Ifestos, Angelos Kotios, Nikos Kotzias, Christos Hadjiemmanuil, Ilias
Kouskouvelis and Haralambos Papasotiriou.
Different parts of this study were presented at various seminars and conferences,
allowing me to receive crucial feedback. I am thus grateful to the American Jewish Committee and its President David Harris, who was especially helpful and encouraging; the Association of Modern Greek Studies, the Begin-Sadat Center for
Strategic Studies, the U.S. Foreign Service Institute, Greece’s School of National
Security, the Remarque Institute, the University of Alabama at Birmingham, the
University of Illinois at Chicago, and the Wilson Center.
This study benefited enormously from a series of in-depth, off the record interviews with both Israeli and Greek officials, often at the highest levels of power.
These interviews were conducted in Greece, Israel, and the USA over the span of
almost 3 years, often as specific events were unfolding or in their immediate aftermath. They provided me with an invaluable understanding of the process of foreign
policy decision-making. I am grateful to all of these officials. I am also respecting
their desire that they may not be named, since most remain prominent public figures
and civil servants.
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I was also helped considerably from continuous conversations with leading academics, intellectuals, and professionals, many of whom I also count as my good
friends. Hence, many thanks to Aristide Caratzas, Efrain Inbar, Petros Liacouras,
Ioannis Mazis, Mark Medish, Aryeh Mekel, Amikam Nachmani, Nachik Navoth,
Alex Rondos, Katerina Tsapikidou, and John Sitilides.
This study would not have been made possible without the constant support, encouragement, and patience of my wife Maria Contominas, to whom it is dedicated.
Of course, I remain solely responsible for all the arguments presented.
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