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All manuscripts should be written in English. Articles should be no more than seven journal pages. All
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of white A4 paper with wide margin (at least 25 mm). Pages should be numbered and font size should be 11
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given.
Abstract: The abstract of about 100－150 words should outline the objective, method and main results and
conclusion. It should be informative, without descriptive words or citations. Together with the title, the
abstract must be adequate as an index to all the subjects treated in the paper, and will be used as a base for
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Ethical Responsibilities of Authors
This journal is committed to upholding the integrity of the scientific record. Authors should refrain from
misrepresenting research results which could damage the trust in the journal, the professionalism of scientific
authorship, and ultimately the entire scientific endeavour. Maintaining integrity of the research and its
presentation is helped by following the rules of good scientific practice, which include:


The manuscript should not be submitted to more than one journal for simultaneous consideration.








The submitted work should be original and should not have been published elsewhere in any form
or language (partially or in full), unless the new work concerns an expansion of previous work.
(Please provide transparency on the re-use of material to avoid the concerns about text-recycling,
‘self-plagiarism’).
A single study should not be split up into several parts to increase the quantity of submissions and
submitted to various journals or to one journal over time (i.e., ‘salami-slicing/publishing’).
Results should be presented clearly, honestly, and without fabrication, falsification or inappropriate
data manipulation (including image based manipulation). Authors should adhere to disciplinespecific rules for acquiring, selecting and processing data.
No data, text, or theories by others are presented as if they were the author’s own (‘plagiarism’).
Proper acknowledgements to other works must be given (this includes material that is closely copied
(near verbatim), summarized and/or paraphrased), quotation marks (to indicate words taken from
another source) are used for verbatim copying of material, and permissions secured for material that
is copyrighted.

Important note: the journal may use software to screen for plagiarism.
 Authors should make sure they have permissions for the use of software, questionnaires/(web)
surveys and scales in their studies (if appropriate).
 Research articles and non-research articles (e.g., Opinion, Review, and Commentary articles) must
cite appropriate and relevant literature in support of the claims made. Excessive and inappropriate
self-citation or coordinated efforts among several authors to collectively self-cite is strongly
discouraged.




Authors should avoid untrue statements about an entity (who can be an individual person or a
company) or descriptions of their behavior or actions that could potentially be seen as personal
attacks or allegations about that person.
Research that may be misapplied to pose a threat to public health or national security should be
clearly identified in the manuscript (e.g., dual use of research). Examples include creation of
harmful consequences of biological agents or toxins, disruption of immunity of vaccines, unusual
hazards in the use of chemicals, weaponization of research/technology (amongst others).



Authors are strongly advised to ensure the author group, the Corresponding Author, and the order
of authors are all correct at submission. Adding and/or deleting authors during the revision stages is
generally not permitted, but in some cases may be warranted. Reasons for changes in authorship
should be explained in detail. Please note that changes to authorship cannot be made after
acceptance of a manuscript.
Upon request authors should be prepared to send relevant documentation or data in order to verify the validity
of the results presented. This could be in the form of raw data, samples, records, etc. Sensitive information
in the form of confidential or proprietary data is excluded.
If there is suspicion of misbehavior or alleged fraud, the Journal and/or Publisher will carry out an
investigation following COPE guidelines. If, after investigation, there are valid concerns, the author(s)
concerned will be contacted under their given e-mail address and given an opportunity to address the issue.
Depending on the situation, this may result in the Journal’s and/or Publisher’s implementation of the
following measures, including, but not limited to:


If the manuscript is still under consideration, it may be rejected and returned to the author.
 If the article has already been published online, depending on the nature and severity of the
infraction: an erratum/correction may be placed with the article; an expression of concern may be
placed with the article; or in severe cases retraction of the article may occur.
The reason will be given in the published erratum/correction, expression of concern or retraction note. Please
note that retraction means that the article is maintained on the platform, watermarked “retracted” and the
explanation for the retraction is provided in a note linked to the watermarked article.
 The author’s institution may be informed



A notice of suspected transgression of ethical standards in the peer review system may be included
as part of the author’s and article’s bibliographic record.
Fundamental errors
Authors have an obligation to correct mistakes once they discover a significant error or inaccuracy in their
published article. The author(s) is/are requested to contact the journal and explain in what sense the error is
impacting the article. A decision on how to correct the literature will depend on the nature of the error. This
may be a correction or retraction. The retraction note should provide transparency which parts of the article
are impacted by the error.
Suggesting / excluding reviewers
Authors are welcome to suggest suitable reviewers and/or request the exclusion of certain individuals when
they submit their manuscripts. When suggesting reviewers, authors should make sure they are totally
independent and not connected to the work in any way. It is strongly recommended to suggest a mix of
reviewers from different countries and different institutions. When suggesting reviewers, the Corresponding
Author must provide an institutional email address for each suggested reviewer, or, if this is not possible to
include other means of verifying the identity such as a link to a personal homepage, a link to the publication
record or a researcher or author ID in the submission letter. Please note that the Journal may not use the
suggestions, but suggestions are appreciated and may help facilitate the peer review process.

Authorship Principles
These guidelines describe authorship principles and good authorship practices to which prospective authors
should adhere to.
Authorship clarified
The Journal and Publisher assume all authors agreed with the content and that all gave explicit consent to
submit and that they obtained consent from the responsible authorities at the institute/organization where the
work has been carried out, before the work is submitted.
The Publisher does not prescribe the kinds of contributions that warrant authorship. It is recommended that
authors adhere to the guidelines for authorship that are applicable in their specific research field. In absence
of specific guidelines, it is recommended to adhere to the following guidelines:
All authors whose names appear on the submission
1) made substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or
interpretation of data; or the creation of new software used in the work;
2) drafted the work or revised it critically for important intellectual content;
3) approved the version to be published; and
4) agree to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or
integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved.
Disclosures and declarations
All authors are requested to include information regarding sources of funding, financial or non-financial
interests, study-specific approval by the appropriate ethics committee for research involving humans and/or
animals, informed consent if the research involved human participants, and a statement on welfare of animals
if the research involved animals (as appropriate).
The decision whether such information should be included is not only dependent on the scope of the journal,
but also the scope of the article. Work submitted for publication may have implications for public health or
general welfare and in those cases it is the responsibility of all authors to include the appropriate disclosures
and declarations.
Data transparency
All authors are requested to make sure that all data and materials as well as software application or custom
code support their published claims and comply with field standards. Please note that journals may have
individual policies on (sharing) research data in concordance with disciplinary norms and expectations.
Role of the Corresponding Author

One author is assigned as Corresponding Author and acts on behalf of all co-authors and ensures that
questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately addressed.
The Corresponding Author is responsible for the following requirements:
 ensuring that all listed authors have approved the manuscript before submission, including the
names and order of authors;
 managing all communication between the Journal and all co-authors, before and after publication;


providing transparency on re-use of material and mention any unpublished material (for example
manuscripts in press) included in the manuscript in a cover letter to the Editor;
 making sure disclosures, declarations and transparency on data statements from all authors are
included in the manuscript as appropriate (see above).
Author contributions
In absence of specific instructions and in research fields where it is possible to describe discrete efforts, the
Publisher recommends authors to include contribution statements in the work that specifies the contribution
of every author in order to promote transparency. These contributions should be listed at the separate title
page.
Examples of such statement(s) are shown below:
• Free text:
All authors contributed to the study conception and design. Material preparation, data collection and analysis
were performed by [full name], [full name] and [full name]. The first draft of the manuscript was written by
[full name] and all authors commented on previous versions of the manuscript. All authors read and approved
the final manuscript.
Example: CRediT taxonomy:
• Conceptualization: [full name], …; Methodology: [full name], …; Formal analysis and investigation: [full
name], …; Writing - original draft preparation: [full name, …]; Writing - review and editing: [full name], …;
Funding acquisition: [full name], …; Resources: [full name], …; Supervision: [full name],….
For review articles where discrete statements are less applicable a statement should be included who had
the idea for the article, who performed the literature search and data analysis, and who drafted and/or
critically revised the work.
Affiliation
The primary affiliation for each author should be the institution where the majority of their work was done.
If an author has subsequently moved, the current address may additionally be stated. Addresses will not be
updated or changed after publication of the article.
Changes to authorship
Authors are strongly advised to ensure the correct author group, the Corresponding Author, and the order of
authors at submission. Changes of authorship by adding or deleting authors, and/or changes in
Corresponding Author, and/or changes in the sequence of authors are not accepted after acceptance of a
manuscript.


Please note that author names will be published exactly as they appear on the accepted
submission!
Please make sure that the names of all authors are present and correctly spelled, and that addresses and
affiliations are current.
Adding and/or deleting authors at revision stage are generally not permitted, but in some cases it may be
warranted. Reasons for these changes in authorship should be explained. Approval of the change during
revision is at the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief. Please note that journals may have individual policies on
adding and/or deleting authors during revision stage.
Confidentiality
Authors should treat all communication with the Journal as confidential which includes correspondence with
direct representatives from the Journal such as Editors-in-Chief and/or Handling Editors and reviewers’
reports unless explicit consent has been received to share information.

Compliance with Ethical Standards
To ensure objectivity and transparency in research and to ensure that accepted principles of ethical and
professional conduct have been followed, authors should include information regarding sources of funding,
potential conflicts of interest (financial or non-financial), informed consent if the research involved human
participants, and a statement on welfare of animals if the research involved animals.
Authors should include the following statements (if applicable) in a separate section entitled “Compliance
with Ethical Standards” when submitting a paper:
 Disclosure of potential conflicts of interest


Research involving Human Participants and/or Animals
 Informed consent
Please note that standards could vary slightly per journal dependent on their peer review policies (i.e. single
or double blind peer review) as well as per journal subject discipline. Before submitting your article check
the instructions following this section carefully.
The corresponding author should be prepared to collect documentation of compliance with ethical standards
and send if requested during peer review or after publication.
The Editors reserve the right to reject manuscripts that do not comply with the above-mentioned guidelines.
The author will be held responsible for false statements or failure to fulfill the above-mentioned guidelines.

Disclosure of potential conflicts of interest
Authors must disclose all relationships or interests that could have direct or potential influence or impart
bias on the work. Although an author may not feel there is any conflict, disclosure of relationships and
interests provides a more complete and transparent process, leading to an accurate and objective assessment
of the work. Awareness of a real or perceived conflicts of interest is a perspective to which the readers are
entitled. This is not meant to imply that a financial relationship with an organization that sponsored the
research or compensation received for consultancy work is inappropriate. Examples of potential conflicts of
interests that are directly or indirectly related to the research may include but are not limited to the
following:






Research grants from funding agencies (please give the research funder and the grant number)
Honoraria for speaking at symposia
Financial support for attending symposia
Financial support for educational programs



Employment or consultation
Support from a project sponsor



Position on advisory board or board of directors or other type of management relationships



Multiple affiliations



Financial relationships, for example equity ownership or investment interest
Intellectual property rights (e.g. patents, copyrights and royalties from such rights)




Holdings of spouse and/or children that may have financial interest in the work
In addition, interests that go beyond financial interests and compensation (non-financial interests) that may
be important to readers should be disclosed. These may include but are not limited to personal relationships
or competing interests directly or indirectly tied to this research, or professional interests or personal beliefs
that may influence your research.
The corresponding author collects the conflict of interest disclosure forms from all authors. In author
collaborations where formal agreements for representation allow it, it is sufficient for the corresponding
author to sign the disclosure form on behalf of all authors.
The corresponding author will include a summary statement in the text of the manuscript in a separate section
before the reference list, that reflects what is recorded in the potential conflict of interest disclosure form(s).
Please make sure to submit all Conflict of Interest disclosure forms together with the manuscript.
See below examples of disclosures:

Foundation item: the National Natural Science Foundation of China (grant number X).
Conflict of Interest: Author A has received research grants from Company A. Author B has received a
speaker honorarium from Company X and owns stock in Company Y. Author C is a member of committee
Z.
If no conflict exists, the authors should state:
Conflict of Interest: The authors declare that they have no conflict of interest.
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